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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Lunaphore closes a CHF 5.3M Series B financing round 
 
LAUSANNE, Switzerland – August 30, 2018 - 09:00 am – Lunaphore Technologies SA, a Swiss 
medtech firm developing innovative next-generation devices for cancer tissue diagnostics*, 
announces closing of CHF 5.3M in Series B funding. Together with the CHF 6M convertible loan 
injected to the company in October 2017, the overall financing round amount has reached 
CHF 11.3M. 
 
The closing of the oversubscribed round was finalized in August 2018. In addition to existing 
investors, new funds participating in this round include Occident Group, Zürcher 
Kantonalbank, as well as investment funds from Asia, Switzerland and United Kingdom. The 
investment will enable CE marking of Lunaphore’s products and support product launch. 
 
Lunaphore’s CEO, Ata Tuna Ciftlik, said: “Following the announcement of partnerships in the 
last months, Lunaphore’s standing as a key and enabling technology in the tissue diagnostic 
market has been validated one more time with this oversubscribed financing round. Our 
management team is thrilled by the investors’ confidence and interest”.  
 
Cédric Barra, Investment Manager at Occident Group, who already participated in the 
previous convertible loan and has been closely following the successful progress of the 
company, commented: “With the latest financing, Lunaphore took a large step forward 
towards the commercialisation of its products. Furthermore, we are highly convinced that this 
revolutionary technology will soon have a major impact for the whole market landscape of 
tissue diagnostics”.  
 
The funding will be used to enhance the market launch and drive market adoption of the first 
Lunaphore products*, a precision medicine solution that performs ultra-rapid 
immunostainings and holds the potential to improve patient outcomes. Daniel Schoch, head 
of Start-up Finance at Zürcher Kantonalbank, explained: "Lunaphore is an excellent investment 
opportunity for us and is well in line with our strategy to extend our footprint into Western 
Switzerland. We are excited to support this innovative company in their goal of bringing this 
breakthrough technology to the market”. 
 
Michael Sidler, Partner at Redalpine Venture Partners and Board member of Lunaphore, 
added: "The fantastic Lunaphore team has delivered yet again and reached all milestones 
paving the way for the market launch of a next generation of tissue diagnostics in the coming 
months. Redalpine is proud to be part of this story.” 
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About Lunaphore  

Lunaphore Technologies SA is a Swiss company developing next generation tissue autostainers. The award-
winning technology at the core of the system is based on microfluidics. It aims to perform assays much 
faster than standard techniques and has demonstrated good results in tests with cancer patient samples. 
Lunaphore was founded in 2014 with the vision of bringing –omics like approaches to tissue diagnostics and 
has been recognized as one of the most innovative companies nationally and internationally.  
 

About Occident Group AG 
Founded in 1993, Occident Group AG is an international, privately held investment company based in Zug. 
Occident Group currently holds more than 50 investments in venture capital, real estate development, 
investment properties and real assets. A strong forward-looking approach is key to Occident Group’s 
investment philosophy, thus the focus with start-up companies is on promising innovations and highly 
motivated entrepreneurs with the drive for excellence and sustainable success. Occident Group acts as 
long-term investor and contributes more than just financial support.  
 
 

About Redalpine Venture Partners 
Redalpine Venture Partners is an early stage investor focusing on disruptive and highly scalable business 
models. Their aim is to help talented entrepreneurs turn their visions into reality. To foster entrepreneurial 
success, Redalpine provides financial backing as well as relevant know-how and a reliable network. 
Redalpine focuses on European Life-Science and ICT start-ups. 
 
 
 
For further information contact: 
 
Irene Tamayo 
Lunaphore Corporate Communications 
Email: communications@lunaphore.com 
Phone: +41 21 353 58 22 
 
Andrea Büchler 
Lunaphore Finance and Business Development 
Email: andrea.buechler@lunaphore.com   
Phone +41 79 598 40 73 
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